[Blood coagulation and fibrinolysis in relation to endotoxemia in liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma].
The blood coagulation and fibrinolysis of 33 patients with compensated liver cirrhosis and 31 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma were examined using several markers, namely thrombin-antithrombin III complex (TAT), plasmin-alpha 2 plasmin inhibitor complex (PIC), antithrombin-III (AT-III) and prothrombin time, and the relationship between these markers, endotoxemia, and TNF-alpha was examined. These patients had no complications due to hepatic failure, such as infections, encephalopathy, ascites, G-I bleeding and clinical DIC. PIC was not elevated, but TAT tended to be elevated in LC and significantly elevated in HCC. AT-III was decreased in LC and HCC, and the blood endotoxin was partly positive in LC and HCC, but was not correlated with AT-III or PT. The TAT level in the blood-endotoxin-positive patients measured by endospecy methods was higher than that in the negative patients, and was significantly correlated with the blood endotoxin level in the LC and HCC patients (r = 0.57, r = 0.88, p < 0.01). No relationship was observed between TNF-alpha and blood endotoxin. In conclusion, (1) blood coagulability was activated already in compensated LC and HCC, but was not connected with fibrinolysis, (2) the activation of coagulability was closely related with endotoxemia, and (3) TNF-alpha was not correlated with blood endotoxin or TAT.